In January 1907 I was asked to give evidence before a Home Office Committee on the subject of stone-masons' phthisis, with the view of ascertaining whether it was a disease which should be included under those scheduled in the Workmen's Compensation Act.
I approached the subject from this point of view, with an absolutely open mind, and it became obvious to me as I looked into the matter that the whole question turned upon whether the condition was primarily due to grit, and whether it remained in most cases a fibroid phthisis due to the particles, or whether tubercle plaved a large part in its causation and continuance. I found the opinions of authorities most conflicting, and, as was to be expected, while the older authors regarded the condition as mainly or entirely due to grit, the more recent ones admitted the probability of a much larger part being played by tubercle. I need hardly remind you that Edinburgh has always been regarded as one of the parts of the country where this disease is most prevalent, the reason probably being that the freestone used in building here makes a fine dust, which remains suspended in the air for a long time, and is, of course, inhaled by the men working it. Stone-cutting 
